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of them agitated for the establishment of Pro-
testantism as the State religion, and the proscrip-
tion of Catholicism within the realm. Even had
religious tolerance contented the Reformers, it
could only be extended to them by the regent if
she were prepared to offend the Catholics. The
Catholics were too powerful to be flouted by the
regent.
The pressure of the Catholics, and the militancy
of the Reformers, forced Mary of Guise into a
policy of Protestant repression. She was, however,
not blind to the defects in the Church, and she
hoped that if they were removed Catholicism
would flourish and the reformed religion dwindle
in importance. In the month following the issue
of her proclamation, the Provincial Council met
and attempted to reform the ecclesiastical system.
Some of the amounts previously collected by the
Church were to be remitted ; a higher standard
of morals was to be demanded from the clergy ;
sermons were to be preached in the vernacular ;
and priests having charge of parishes were to be
compelled to carry out the duties of their office,
which many of them had neglected in the past.
Such measures, even had they been carried
through, would not have saved Scotland for
Catholicism. The time for them had "passed, and
the people were resolved that Protestantism
would conquer. The regent realised the strength
of the reformed movement when she summoned